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With the Solent still sweltering in this ongoing heatwave — and with 
England’s impressive third-place World Cup finish giving us all 
something to smile about - Lorna and I are pleased to share the latest 
Maritime Solent e-Newsletter. In this edition, we highlight that 
applications for the Maritime Solent Awards 2026 are now open, 
with sponsorship opportunities still available; reflect on the recent 
Naval Architects Skills Group meeting at QinetiQ Haslar; and 
update you on two CMDC Round 7 applications submitted last week. 
And with the Portsmouth Sail Grand Prix taking place this coming 
weekend, it’s a great moment to celebrate the energy and momentum 
across our region’s maritime sector. 
 
Stu & Lorna 

 

 

 

 

 
Maritime Solent Awards 2026 - Applications Now Open 
 
Applications are now open for the Maritime Solent Awards 2026, our annual celebration of 
the exceptional businesses, people and innovation that define the Solent’s world-class 
maritime sector.  
 
The Awards will take place on 22 October at the Hilton Southampton - Utilita Bowl, bringing 
together organisations from across our diverse regional maritime ecosystem. 
 
This year we are proud to introduce three new categories that reflect the breadth and 
dynamism of our sector: 

• Micro Business Excellence 
• SME Business Excellence 
• Maritime Business Services Excellence 
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These new awards sit alongside our wider programme recognising achievement in 
innovation, sustainability, skills, growth and individual contribution. Applications are open 
until 12 August, and we encourage organisations of all sizes to put themselves forward. 
 
Apply here: Maritime Solent Awards Application Portal 
 
We are also welcoming Sponsorship Partners for the 2026 Awards. Their support enables us 
to deliver a celebration worthy of the Solent’s global maritime reputation. We are delighted to 
already be working with Associated British Ports, Carnival UK (P&O Cruises & Cunard), 
Cavendish, Chartwell Marine, Griffon Marine, Helical Productions, Portsmouth 
International Port, Red Funnel, Ridge & Partners, the Royal Navy, and Solent Stevedores. 
 
Organisations interested in sponsoring are invited to contact Stu or Lorna for further 
information. 
 

 

 

 
Naval Arc Skills Group Meets at QinetiQ Haslar 
 
Maritime Solent held the fifth meeting of the Naval Arc Skills Group at QinetiQ’s Haslar 
facility in Gosport, bringing together industry, academia, recruiters and professional bodies 
to discuss current workforce challenges and opportunities in naval architecture. 
 

https://maritimesolent.com/welcome-to-the-annual-maritime-solent-awards-2026/apply-for-the-maritime-solent-awards-2026/
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The group explored practical ways to attract and retain talent, shared effective outreach 
activity, and discussed progress on the proposed Naval Architecture Degree 
Apprenticeship. While timelines remain uncertain, attendees were optimistic about its 
long-term value as a new entry route into the profession. 
 
QinetiQ’s Christopher Pyke and Conrad Manning outlined the organisation’s proactive skills 
outreach with schools, colleges and universities, emphasising early engagement. Ian Shilley 
of Marine Resources presented insights from the latest Salary Survey, highlighting acute 
skills shortages and recruitment pressures across the sector. 
 
Universities reported encouraging trends: Stephen Boyd (University of Southampton) and 
Giles Barkley (Solent University) noted rising applications and growing interest from 
Hampshire students, strengthening the future talent pipeline. 
 
Paul Jobson from RINA provided an update on the institution’s work, including global 
workforce statistics and the continued success of its mentoring programme. 
 
Attendees also had the opportunity to network and tour QinetiQ’s Haslar facilities. 
Maritime Solent thanks QinetiQ, speakers and participants for their contributions.  
 
Anyone interested in joining the Naval Arc Skills Group is invited to contact Maritime Solent 
for further information. 
 

 

 

 
Maritime Solent Involved in Two CMDC7 Applications 
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Maritime Solent has submitted two applications to the Clean Maritime Demonstration 
Competition (CMDC) Round 7, underscoring our commitment to driving practical, scalable 
decarbonisation across the Solent. We are leading one major feasibility study and 
supporting a second innovation-led deployment project, both focused on accelerating 
clean maritime solutions for ports and vessels. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
COMPASS: Commercial Optimisation of Methanol Production And Supply for 
Southampton 
 
Maritime Solent is the lead organisation for COMPASS, a feasibility study addressing one of 
the sector’s most persistent barriers to decarbonisation: the limited availability of 
low-carbon marine fuels and the infrastructure required to supply them. 
 
Low-carbon methanol is emerging as a promising alternative fuel for commercial vessels, yet 
questions remain around how it can be produced and supplied efficiently at UK ports. 
COMPASS will examine how existing technologies - including hydrogen production, CO₂ 
utilisation, methanol synthesis and port infrastructure - can be integrated into a 
commercially viable methanol supply system for the Port of Southampton. 
 
Working with Hynamics, B9 Energy, Associated British Ports, and the University of 
Southampton, the project will use industrial data and advanced systems modelling to 
assess deployment scenarios and identify the most cost-effective and operationally robust 
pathways. Outputs will include a techno-economic assessment, lifecycle emissions 
analysis, regulatory roadmap, and an investment-ready deployment blueprint. 
 
By reducing uncertainty around methanol infrastructure, COMPASS aims to accelerate 
cleaner shipping, strengthen the UK’s capability in alternative fuels, and provide a replicable 
model for other ports seeking to support maritime decarbonisation. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PortZero Deployment: Supporting a First-of-a-Kind Emissions Capture Trial 
 
Maritime Solent is also a supporting partner in PortZero Deployment, an ambitious project 
led by Seabound Carbon Ltd to demonstrate a berth-based emissions capture system for 
roll-on/roll-off vessels at the Port of Southampton. 
 
PortZero Deployment will trial a modular carbon capture system that traps CO₂ in 
limestone-based material housed within a modified shipping container. Integrated with 
advanced exhaust treatment technology, the system operates as port-side infrastructure, 
avoiding the need for vessel retrofit and enabling safe handling, re-use or processing of 
captured carbon onshore. 
 
The consortium-comprising Wallenius Wilhelmsen, Associated British Ports, Maritime 
Solent, Eagle GET Fabrications, Eco Engineering Installations, Lhoist UK, Solent 
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Stevedores and the University of Bath - will design, build and test the pilot system during a 
three-month deployment trial aligned with planned vessel calls. 
 
The trial will assess emissions capture performance, operational requirements, cost, energy 
demand and port integration, demonstrating how berth-based carbon capture can 
complement or provide an alternative to shore power. The project aims to establish a 
replicable commercial model for reducing emissions from existing vessels at ports in the 
UK and internationally. 
 

 

 

 
SailGP Portsmouth - 25 & 26 July 
 
A quick reminder that SailGP returns to Portsmouth on 25–26 July, bringing world-class 
racing back to the Solent. Tickets are available here: SailGP Portsmouth 2026 Tickets – A 
Sailing Race 

https://tickets.sailgp.com/portsmouth/
https://tickets.sailgp.com/portsmouth/
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Find out more about becoming a Partner of Maritime Solent here: 
 
Become a partner - Maritime Solent 
 

 
 

If you no longer wish to receive the Maritime Solent e-Newsletter, please email 
“Unsubscribe” to info@maritimesolent.com.  

 
 

https://maritimesolent.com/become-a-partner/
mailto:info@maritimesolent.com

